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Introduction 


Applique work employees the women folk in the villages of Aligarh of Uttar Pradesh to make the work easier and 
helps in stabilizing some of the urgent requirements of their family. It is generally known as smaller ornament 

or method applied on another surface with one piece. The word is said to be borrowed from the French which 
means applied or thing that has been applied. It is referred to as the surface pattern, which is used to decorate a 
garment or product. Applique with the needlework method in which patterns with figurative scenes are made by 
the attachment of smaller pieces of fabric to the backing cloth with distinct color and texture. 


These works are widely used for quilting that is made with both applique and patchworks. Applique generally 
refers to fabric used with different designs of shapes on the trim of a garment that can be either sewn or glued. 


Applique work is generally done by women to their own garments, which depict the stylized motifs. Motifs are 
cut and stitched to the fabric such that pattern appears in two colors. Vitality and desire seem to find through 
the oranges, yellow and vibrant scarlet’s to provide the mood and pace. 


It is based on patchwork in which pieces of colored and patterned fabric is precisely cut in different sizes, shapes 
and colors and stitched together on a simple upbringing to form a composite piece. Aligarh is known for its tents 
or shamiana applique as the same technique is more used for beautifying dress materials. Applique shamiana 
are found to be normally used for religious and social get together. It is a technique in which pieces of material 
are stitched onto the ground fabric for embellishing purpose, which is believed to be developed by the possibili- 
ties by sewing patches onto the damaged cloth. Range of materials can be employed in applique such as notably 
cloth, felt and leather. 


Floral motif applique embellished with sparkles. 
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Pieces of fabric is cut and shaped into flowers and Different color fabrics are used to make the final 
stitched on the base fabric. product look colorful. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Some of the tools and raw materials used for the Applique work of Aligarh: 
* Scissors: It is used for cutting the fabric to the required pattern sizes. 


¢ Needles: It is generally used for hand sewing with sharp point and medium length of size varying about 70-80 
millimeter. 


¢ Pins: It is used to fasten materials together with a long form and sharp tip. 
¢ Safety Pins: They are used to tack layers together for machine that makes it easier to clip than straight pins. 


* Thread: In case of Applique work generally sewing thread of cotton for cotton fabric and silk for silk fabric are 
preferred. 


¢ Thimbles: It is used as a shield on finger that drives the needles in sewing. 

¢ Iron: It is used to press cloths to take away the creases formed on the fabric. 

¢ Good Light: For accurate color matching put a blue daylight bulb into a desk or ceiling lamp. 
¢ Sewing Machine: It is used to sew basic stitches desirable for patchwork. 

¢ Rotary Cutting: It is used with a set of cutter, mat and acrylic ruler. 

¢ Fabric Markers: It is used to transfer the design patterns on to the patchwork, fabric. 

¢ Plastic Template: It is used for making refillable applique, quilt templates. 


¢ Masking Tape: It is used in portions that have to be masked off as it is easily removed without residue. 
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Cotton fabric to make the applique 
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Cotton threads of different colors are used to stitch Sewing machine is used to stitch the border designs. 
the patterns. 
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Making Process 


First the fabric is cut to required length and width, folded to the required shapes and then inserted with sequins 
(chamki’s) wherever required and with the fusible technique or by hemming with the needle fixed to the base 
fabric. After the fabric is fixed to the base fabric the edges are given with straight stitches and satin stitches to 
overlap the edges. 


Piece works of tissue fabric cut are referred to as chotti patti and badi patti as per the size of the fabric, also 
other design known as chota phul and bada phul referring to the flower pattern made with the cut fabric. Stem 
stitch is done wherever the stem pattern of design is on the fabric. Some of the famous applique works shamia- 
na, canopies, chandowa which in some cases are also done with waste cloth. Some of the applique shamiana are 
used for religious and social gatherings. 


Fabrics are cut with evenly spaced intervals in a strip of fabric, which is tucked under to leave a row of triangular 
points. Saw tooth edges are one of the common appliques that are widely used for border patterns. The strips are 


then neatly sewn on to the backing cloth, repetitive parts of the pattern are created by folding the fabric before 
cutting out the shapes. 
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Required color cotton fabric is first cut into equal measurement pieces. 
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Cut fabric pieces are folded into required patterns of 
applique. 
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Sketch on the desired design is drawn on the base cloth. 
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Fabric pieces are shaped in the form of flower petals 
and leaves. 
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Backstitch patterns are stitched along the drawn lines as stem. 
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Backstitch patterns are stitched along the drawn 
lines as stem. 
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Excess thread is cut using scissors. 
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Each petal is stitched one by one and arranged as a 
the base cloth. flower. 


To make the flower pattern, petals are stitched on 
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Borders of the base cloth is cut to make pattern. 
of the flower. 
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It is cut and folded into a series of triangles. The shaped border is then stitched to base cloth. 
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Final product. 
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Products 


Applique, patchwork is found to be done on georgette, rubiya (riya), crochet etc., also tissue cloth locally called: 


1. Applique Shamiana or tents, size is about 12 feet x 12 feet. 

2. Chandowa. 

3. Canopies. 

4. Daraz - a remarkable seam used in hand stitched garments generally worn by Nawab’. 
5. Patti ka kaam the fabric cut into motifs and stitched onto base fabric. 
6. Dupatta/ stoles. 

7. Different sizes of Handkerchiefs, Scarves. 

8. Cushion covers, Curtains, Bed covers. 

9. Tea cosy. 

10. Sari- draped cloth. 

11. Salwar kameez, T-shirts. 


A kurthi etiiched with floral motifs and knitted lace. 
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An orange fabric embroidered with flower pattern 
with chain stitch. 


A costume designed with diamond shape applique 
pieces made from different color fabric. 
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Handkerchief embellished with floral motif. 
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Colorful fabric designed with floral applique work. A cotton whale designed with floral applique work, 
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Panorama 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta Baral, 
Divyadarshan C. S. and Lija M. G. at NID, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with Professor Bibhudutta Baral at 
Email: bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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